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From  The  President 


Greetings! 


Frank  Mills,  president  of  the  Lincoln  Coin  Club  and  co-chair  of  the  upcoming  N.N.A.  convention 
and  bourse  in  Lincoln  tells  me  the  show  is  progressing  well.  There  are  still  a  couple  of  1 2’  and  8’  bourse 
tables  left  but  if  you’re  interested  .  .  .  best  act  fast. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  problem  with  organized  collecting  today  is  the  failure  of  most  clubs  in  attracting 
and  retaining  young  numismatists.  One  answer  seems  to  have  been  working  for  the  Wahoo  Coin  Club 
under  the  guidance  of  Jim  Jasa.  The  club  has  an  uncomplicated  formula  for  encouraging  attendance, 
display,  writing  and  helping  with  the  club’s  activities.  The  Lincoln  Coin  Club  has  developed  a  similar  pro¬ 
ject  with  Virgil  Jacob  as  director.  If  you  would  like  more  information  on  how  they  do  it  drop  either  or  both 
a  note  in  care  of  the  NEWSletter  and  we’ll  make  sure  the  question  gets  to  them.  Our  YN’s  are  our  seed 
com.  If  they  don’t  prosper  and  develop,  the  hobby  is  doomed;  with  them  our  future  is  rosy. 

As  always  if  there  are  any  questions,  comments  or  ideas  we’re  as  near  as  your  mailbox. 


Burnice  Fiedler:  Collecting  Postcards 
A  Wonderful  Way  To  Meet  Nice  People 


By  George  Reinhardt 

Burnice  Fiedler  can  visit  almost  anywhere  in  the  world  without  leaving  her  Omaha 
home.  Fiedler,  76,  has  nearly  a  million  postcards  she’s  collected  over  the  last  50  years. 

The  cards,  stored  in  plastic  holders  which  protect  them  from  humidity,  are  stacked  in 
shoe  boxes  and  filing  cabinets.  Each  box  and  cabinet  is  marked  in  large  letters  for  easy  iden¬ 
tification  of  its  contents.  Subjects  include  Nebraska  courthouses  (a  postcard  from  each  coun¬ 
ty),  foreign  countries.  World  War  II  propaganda  and  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  which 
took  place  in  Omaha  during  1898. 

About  16,000  postcards  make  up  Fiedler’s  personal  collection.  The  rest  are  for  sale  to  col¬ 
lectors  who  visit  from  all  over  the  United  States.  “A  man  from  Maryland  came  in  on  a  Tues¬ 
day  and  planned  to  stay  one  day,”  Fiedler  said.  “He  left  the  following  Sunday!” 

It’s  easy  to  understand  how  even  the  most  experienced  dealer  could  be  overwhelmed  by 
Fiedler’s  collection.  The  postcards  are  stacked  floor  to  ceiling  in  several  rooms  on  the  main 
floor,  the  basement  and  two  garages. 

One  of  Fiedler’s  most  valuable  postcards  features  Blatz  Beer  in  1906.  The  card  opens  into 
a  multi-page  advertisment.  Another  unusual  card  features  Santa  Claus  with  a  beard  made 
from  real  hair. 

Fiedler  began  collecting  postcards  in  the  1940s  when  she  worked  at  O’Brien’s  Pharmacy 
in  downtown  Omaha.  “When  doctors  told  me  they  were  taking  a  trip  to  Europe,  I’d  ask  them 
if  they  would  send  me  a  postcard  from  over  there,”  she  said. 

“After  that,  I  began  buying  collections  of  cards,  and  eventually  became  a  dealer  in 
postcards,  both  buying  and  selling  them,”  Fiedler,  who  attends  24  hobby  shows  a  year  with 
her  friend  Elaine  Swanson,  added. 

Selling  postcards  has  given  Fiedler  a  tremendous  education  and  an  opportunity  to  meet 
lots  of  wonderful  people.  “I  love  postcards  and  I  love  selling  them.  Postcards  draw  lots  of 
educated  and  interesting  people  to  me,  and  I  learn  a  great  deal. 

“I  go  to  the  shows  to  meet  people,”  she  continued.  “Many  have  become  my  friends.” 

Fiedler  said  the  people  she’s  met  are  far  more  important  than  any  money  she’s  made  from 


selling  postcards.  ,  ■  •  ■  .u 

Postcards  are  not  the  only  interesting  item  Fiedler  has  collected.  A  young  girl  visiting  the 
Fiedler  home  might  think  she’d  died  and  gone  to  heaven.  Burnice  has  a  beautiful  collection  of 
dolls  seated  on  her  living  room  couch,  two  chairs  and  a  table.  Raggedy  Anns,  Golliwogs,  Ted¬ 
dy  Bears  and  a  variety  of  other  colorful  dolls  are  included. 

Fiedler  also  has  more  than  20,000  pieces  of  sheet  music,  some  dating  back  as  far  as  184U. 

Burnice  and  Howard,  her  husband  of  5 1  years,  also  collected  thousands  of  memones 
when  they  ran  Beal’s  Grill  on  the  Creighton  University  campus  from  1940  to  1986. 

For  more  information  about  Fiedler’s  collection,  call  her  at  551-2309. 


This  article  appeared  in  the  July  1993  issue  of  Omaha  's  NE^  HORIZONS  Newspaper 


Attending  The  ANA  On  A  Tight  Budget 

By  Don  Hespe 

I’ve  attended  three  of  the  American  Numismatic  Associations  conventions  so  far  in  my 
life  as  a  coin  collector.  Being  a  tight  fisted  person  who  would  rather  spend  his  money  on  coins 
than  on  traveling  to  coin  shows.  I’m  always  looking  for  ways  to  cut  costs  to  the  bare  bone.  My 
experiences  so  far  have  taught  me  some  lessons  that  I’ll  always  be  using  in  the  future.  I  hope 
by  passing  on  some  tips  to  the  readers  of  this  article  I’ll  be  able  to  lure  more  people  to  the  con¬ 
ventions.  I  can  promise  you  that  they  will  be  far  and  away  the  best  experience  you’ll  ever  have 
as  a  collector.  That’s  not  even  the  best  part . . .  you’ll  see  coins  you’ve  only  been  able  to  read 
about,  and  be  able  to  buy  coins  at  the  price  and  grade  that  you’re  looking  for.  The  selections 
available  are  absolutely  amazing. 

A  buddy  and  I  recently  traveled  to  Baltimore  the  end  of  July  to  attend  the  ANA’s  102nd 
annual  convention.  I  wasn’t  considering  going  because  it  was  on  the  coast  and  the  cost  of  the 
trip  would  be  prohibitive.  But  then  1  heard  about  the  airlines  having  reduced  fares.  So,  for  the 
fun  of  it,  I  called  a  travel  agency  and  asked  them  to  find  me  the  cheapest  fair  to  Balitmore  and 
back  from  either  Lincoln,  Omaha  or  Kansas  City.  I  heard  the  computer  keys  in  the 
background  of  the  phone  working  and  the  lady  said  $268  from  Lincoln  (nice  but  still  out  of 
my  budget  range),  $266  from  Omaha  (same  thing  and  not  worth  the  45  mile  round  trip  for  a 
two  dollar  bill)  and  from  Kansas  City  (a  long  pause  here  from  the  travel  agent  as  I’m  sure  she 
was  rechecking  her  computer  screen)  $122!!!  SIGN  ME  UP!!!  Since  this  was  the  first  Monday 
in  July  and  I  wanted  someone  else  to  go  along,  I  asked  how  far  in  advance  I  had  to  purchase 
the  tickets.  The  answer  was  the  next  day.  I  hurried  to  get  a  hold  of  everyone  I  knew  who 
might  be  interested  in  going  along  to  share  the  cost  of  the  hotel  room  and  etc.  A  short  search 
found  a  travel  companion  and  so  the  plane  reservations  were  made. 

Now  for  the  hotel  reservations  on  fairly  short  notice.  If  you  fly  out  of  Kansas  City  (a  IVi 
hour  drive  from  Lincoln)  the  hotels  near  the  airport  have  these  neat  little  shuttles  that  go  to 
the  airport  and  back  FREE  OF  CHARGE  so  long  as  you  spend  a  night  with  them.  They  also 
let  you  park  you  car  in  their  parking  lot  for  FREE,  and  it’s  more  secure  than  the  airport!  So,  I 
made  the  reservation  for  a  Thursday  night  and  leave  after  work  on  Thursday.  Fly  out  of  KC 
on  the  early  flight  Friday  a.m.  leaving  the  car  at  the  hotel  and  taking  the  shuttle  to  the  plane. 
Lets  see. ..that’s  $122  for  the  plane,  $25  each  for  the  hotel  room  in  KC  for  a  total  of  $147  so 
far.  Augh!!!!  You  could  buy  a  pretty  nice  Morgan  dollar  for  that!!!  Oh  well,  the  convention 
and  everything  else  that  goes  with  it  will  be  worth  it.  (cont.) 


OK,  so  we’re  going  to  get  there  and  back  but  where  to  stay  in  Baltimore?All  the  conven¬ 
tion  hotels  are  booked  solid  so  1  try  for  the  closest  possible.  You  have  to  count  on  the  travel 
agent  again  if  you’re  not  familiar  with  the  convention  area.  The  closest  is  10  or  11  blocks 
away  and  costs  $  100  per  night!!!  Let’s  see,  shared  that’s  only  $50  each  per  night  and  it’s  only 
for  Friday  and  Saturday  night.  Oh  well,  what’s  another  pretty  nice  Morgan  dollar.. .made  the 
reservation.  After  all,  what  we’ll  see  at  the  convention  will  be  well  worth  it. 

Now  that  all  the  reservations  are  made  the  concentration  must  be  on  what  to  take  along, 
makeing  a  want  list  with  the  grades  and  prices  you’d  like  to  pay,  finding  out  ail  you  can  about 
the  convention  activities  and  pick  the  ones  you  want  to  be  a  part  of. 

Take  along  coins  you  want  to  sell  or  trade,  the  market  may  and  usually  does  jump  one 
direction  or  another  during  big  conventions.  Be  very  selective  with  your  want  list,  you  just 
don’t  have  time  to  see  everything.  You’re  lucky  to  spend  time  at  50  of  the  700  or  so  dealers 
that  will  be  there.  The  mint  mile  of  15  foreign  mints,  the  World  Series  of  Money  (modeled 
after  a  TV  game  show)  is  great  fun,  the  largest  auction  you  can  imagine  (4  or  5  different  ses¬ 
sions  of  four  hours  each  with  about  200  lots  selling  per  hour),  competitive  displays  that  will 
knock  your  socks  off  in  an  area  bigger  than  a  basketball  arena,  non-stop  seminars  on  every 
feasible  subject  in  numismatics,  many  activities  outside  the  convention  such  as  great 
resturants,  boat  rides,  baseball  games  at  Camden  Yard  (the  site  of  the  All-Star  Game  this  year) 
shopping  and  street  entertainment. 

As  you  may  be  able  to  tell,  there  is  so  much  to  do  that  you  are  forced  budget  your  time 
just  as  much  as  you  budget  your  money.  The  best  advise  is  to  be  very  selective  in  what  you 
plan  and  enjoy  the  things  you  are  able  to  squeeze  into  your  tight  schedule. 

A  big  show  like  this  is  made  up  of  many  things  and  my  tendency  is  to  be  awe-struck  by 
the  magnitude  of  it  all.  Stop  at  a  dealers  booth  and  there  in  one  case  is  a  1913  nickel.  Next  to 
it  is  an  1804  dollar.  Next  to  that  is  a  complete  set  of  Bust  $10  gold  pieces  in  the  best  grades 
possible.  Go  down  the  row  a  little  bit  and  there’s  a  complete  set  of  $20  St.  Gaudens  (Nothing 
but  MS65s  and  missing  only  the  1933)  Right  next  to  this  is  a  complete  set  of  $10  Gold  Indians 
(Nothing  less  than  MS  65s  and  including  the  1933!)  Another  booth  is  offering  for  a  mear 
$10,000  a  4  note  uncut  sheet  of  Educational  currency  with  an  additional  single  note  in  proof, 
all  in  a  beautiful  frame. 

The  various  societies  such  as  Hobo  Nickels,  Elongated,  Woodens,  and  anything  else  you 
can  imagine  are  there  with  all  of  their  wares.  The  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  is 
demonstrating  the  “Spider  Press”,  the  U.S.  Mint  is  showing  a  man  powered  coin  press.  All  the 
coin  publications  are  there  and  of  course  the  ANA  has  a  large  booth  where  they  sell  all  of 
their  materials.  All-in-all  there  is  no  stone  left  unturned  for  the  numismatist  or  for  the  causual 
observer. 

So,  lets  review  now  on  what  we’ve  spent  to  go  to  this  big  convention  on  the  East  Coast. 
Plane-$122,  KC  Hotel-$25,  Baltimore  Hotel-SlOO,  Cab  fare-$5  (we  walked  to  the  convention 
each  day  because  it  was  mostly  downhill  and  took  a  cab  back  because  we  were  tired  of  walk¬ 
ing  the  convention  floor).  Shuttle  to  and  from  the  Baltimore  airport-$13,  food  and  drinks-$100 
and  auto  gas  to  and  from  KC-$  1 5.  The  grand  total  of  $380.  My  wife  hasn’t  asked  what  I  spent 
on  the  convention  yet  but  I’m  sure  the  subject  will  come  up  eventually.  So,  I’ll  just  tell  her  it 
was  very  reasonable  .  .  .  only  2  or  3  pretty  nice  Morgan  dollars. 
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Omaha  Coin  Club  34th  Annual  Show.  Holiday  Inn,  Ford  Hall,  1-80  &  72nd 
Street,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Wahoo  Coin  Club  Annual  Show,  Fairgrounds,  Wahoo,  NE 

Iowa  Numismatic  Association  Annual  Show,  Lakeside  Center,  400  NW 

Lakeside  Drive,  Ankeny,  Iowa 

Grand  island  Coin  Club  Annual  Show,  Riverside  Motel.  3333  Ramada  Rd. 
Grand  Island,  Nebraska 

SAC-Midwest  Coin  Club  Annual  Show,  Holiday  Inn.  1-80  &  72nd  Street, 
Omaha,  Nebraska 

Fremont  Coin  Club  Annual  Show,  Holiday  Lodge.  East  Highway  30, 
Fremont,  Nebraska 

NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION.  39th  Annual  Convention 
hosted  by  the  Lincoln  Coin  Club.  Ramada  Hotel,  9th  &  P  St.,  Lincoln,  NE 
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39th  Annual  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association 

COIN  SHOW 

AND  CONVENTION 

May  21  -22,  1994 

9:00  -  5:00 

Ramada  Hotel  -  9th  &  Streets 
Downtown  Lincoln,  Nebraska 

BUY  —  SELL  —  TRADE 
SOINS  —  TOKENS  —  MEDALS 

A  wards  For  Competitive  Exhibits 

*  *  FREE  ADMISSION  *  * 
Hourly  Door  Prizes  Raffle  Prizes 

For  Table  Information  Contact: 

THE  CO INERY 

East  Park  Plaza  66th  &  “O”  St.  Suite  281 
Lincoln  .Nebraska  68505 
Phone  (402)  467-2646 

,  LINCOLN  COIN  CLUB  , 


1898  Fair  Sparks 

By 

More  than  100  Omahans  are  looking  forward  by  looking  backward. 

They  are  members  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  Historical  Association.  They  are  looking  ahead 
to  1998,  which  will  be  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  world’s  fair  and  Indian  Congress  held  in  Omaha. 

Before  this  world’s  fair  ended,  Omaha,  then  a  city  of  fewer  than  200,000  people,  would  be  host  to  the 
president  of  the  United  Sutes,  dignitaries  from  throughout  the  country  and  the  leader  or  members  of  more 
than  two  dozen  of  the  country’s  Indian  nations. 

Special  trains,  some  of  them  pulling  as  many  as  300  coaches,  carried  spectators  to  Omaha.  The  nations 
of  the  world  displayed  their  wares. 

Members  of  the  Exposition  Historical  Association  are  uncertain  what  shape  the  birthday  party  will 
take,  but  to  raise  money  to  help  pay  for  it  the  association  has  published  a  spiraJ-bound,  40-page  book. 

It  lists,  in  a  format  resembling  a  desk  calendar,  official  and  unoffical  events  held  during  the  exposition 
from  opening  day  June  1 ,  1 898,  to  its  close  Oct.  3 1 .  The  book  also  contains  several  pages  of  data  about  how 
exposition  buildings  were  constructed,  where  they  were,  how  much  everything  cost  and  how  it  was  paid  for. 

The  text  was  compiled  by  Leonard  M.  and  Gloria  Owen,  who  have  been  students  of  the  Trans-Miss 
since  the  1960s.  Their  interest  was  piqued  when  Owen,  then  the  owner  of  a  coin  shop  at  105  N.  16th  St., 
purchased  exposition  items  without  knowing  what  they  were. 

Now  the  Owen  home  near  Memorial  Park  bulges  with  Trans-Miss  material,  including  hundreds  of  pic¬ 
tures  taken  by  the  exposition’s  official  photographer,  F.  A.  Rinehart  (the  Rinehart  Collection  is  housed  at 
the  Omaha  Public  Library). 

The  Owens  also  compiled  a  slide  show  about  the  exposition,  which  they  have  presented  to  85  groups. 
Owen,  69,  a  native  of  Hollyville,  Iowa,  is  president  of  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society^  which  encom¬ 
passes  13  states  from  Nebraska  to  Kentucky. 

“This  is  history,  not  trivia,”  Owen  said  in  his  bass  voice  as  he  thumbed  through  the  catalog  in  his  living 
room.  He  used  as  his  sources  official  exposition  programs,  newspapers  of  the  day,  including  the  World  and 
Herald,  and  a  history  of  the  exposition  published  in  1910.  If  Owen  could  not  document  an  event,  he  did  not 
list  it. 

The  1 9th  century’s  socalled  Gay  Nineties  were  not  the  best  of  times  for  America.  The  country  was  in 
an  economic  depression.  War  loomed  in  Cuba.  A  Midlands  drought  was  in  its  third  year.  It  has  surprised 
some  historians  that  Omaha  was  able  to  pull  off  a  world’s  fair  of  such  magnitude. 

“The  exposition,”  Owen  has  written,  ’’was  held  to  glorify  the  accomplishments  of  the  Trans-Mississippi 
area,  which  was  all  of  the  states  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.” 

Other  cities  wanted  to  be  the  site  of  the  event,  but  a  Nebraska  delegation  led  by  William  Jennings 
Bryan  won  the  approval  of  Congress. 

Donations  from  government,  business  and  wealthy  individuals  totaled  $951,000,  Owen  said.  Working 
class  people  and  others  gave  another  $349,835.  These  included  liquor  dealers  and  saloons,  railroad  clerk  s 
and  trainmen,  streetcar  workers,  teachers,  musicians  and  artists,  livery  and  boarding  stables,  dairymen  and 
smelting  works  employees. 

Work  began  in  April  1897  on  the  exposition’s  famous  Grand  Court  lagoon,  which,  with  its  gondolas, 
would  suggest  Venice,  Italy.  The  lagoon  was  nearly  a  half  mile  long.  Construction  of  the  first  building  com¬ 
menced  July  9,  1897.  ... 

The  33  buildings  and  other  major  structures  cost  $6(X),000  which  Owen  said,  “was  a  considerable  sum 
when  you  consider  that  a  dollar  was  a  dollar  in  those  days.” 

Nine  states  —  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Nebraska,  Iowa,  Montana,  Georgia,  Minnesota,  Kansas  and  New 
York  —  put  up  and  paid  for  their  own  buildings.  Twenty-four  other  states  or  territories  had  exhibits  but  no 
buildings  of  their  own.  Exhibits  were  placed  in  the  International  Hall  by  France,  Mexico,  Italy,  Russia, 
Switzerland,  Denmark,  Austria,  Great  Britain,  Canada,  Germany,  the  Province  of  British  Columbia  and 
the  Hawaiian  Islands. 

There  were  midways,  sideshows,  restaurants  and  food  stands  and  other  shops. 

All  this  stood  on  1 84  acres  divided  into  three  major  tracts  —  and  smaller  connecting  tracts  —  bordered 
on  the  south  by  Binney  Street,  on  the  north  by  Ames  Avenue,  on  the  east  by  the  Missouri  Pacific  railroad 

tracks  and  on  the  west  by  24th  Street.  .  u  r  .u  x  . 

Owen,  quoting  from  the  1910  official  history,  has  wntten:  “The  amazing  wealth  of  the  Trans 
Mississippi  sUtes  was  exploited  as  never  before,  and  the  revelation  thus  presented  proved  to  be  of  in 
estimable  value  to  the  people  of  the  West.  These  exhibits,  for  the  most  part,  were  placed  in  the  great 
buildings  located  in  the  Grand  Court.  They  afforded  an  enormous  amount  of  space  for  an  infinite  variety  of 
exhibits.  The  area  of  floor  space  approximated  5(X),000  square  feet;  space  in  the  galleries  75,000  square  feet. 
There  were  5,1 19  separate  exhibits  and  the  total  number  of  exhibitors  was  1,252.” 

Because  the  city  did  not  have  the  capacity,  the  exposition  built  its  own  power  plant,  a  plant  that  would 
be  offered  for  sale  to  Omaha  after  the  show  closed.  City  leaders,  thinking  Omaha  would  never  be  large 
enough  to  need  it,  turned  down  the  ofTer,  Owen  said.  i 

The  power  plant  brought  forth  brightness:  More  that  20,000  bulbs  were  used  to  ouUine  the  pnrwpal 
features  of  the  buildings  and  were  used  in  clusters  at  the  tops  of  decorative  columns.  It  is  believed.  Owen 
wrote,  “that  this  was  the  first  time  so  great  an  area  had  been  illuminated  without  the  use  of  arc  lamps. 


Memories,  Plans 

Wade 


President  William  McKinley,  sitting  in  his  Washington,  D.C.  office,  officially  opened  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Exposition  by  pushing  a  telegraph  key.  McKinley  was  so  imprest  by  the  electrical  juice  he  had 
initiated  that  he  still  was  talking  about  it  Oct  1 2  when  he  visited  the  exposition  and  98,845  people  come  to 
see  and  hear  him. 

Eventually,  however,  the  exposition  faded  from  memory.  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  Owen  began  to 
write  about  it. 

Some  cities  preserved  one  or  more  of  their  fair’s  buildings  as  a  monument  to  memory,  but  no  buildings 
were  built  to  last  at  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition.  They  were  beautiful  to  look  at,  but  it  was  image  in¬ 
stead  of  substance,  Owen  said.  The  buildings  consisted  of  wooden  frames  covered  with  staff,  a  mixture  of 
plaster-of-paris,  regular  plaster  and  horsehair,  Owen  said.  The  staff  was  tinted  ivory.  Landscaping  provided 
the  rest  of  the  image:  14,100  trees,  bushes  and  shrubs,  100,000  plants  and  flowers. 

It  was  meant  to  be  the  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  and  Indian  Congress  from  the  start,  but  the  Indian 
gathering,  although  approved  by  the  United  States  Congress,  did  not  begin  until  Aug.  4  because  the 
$40,000  that  was  to  pay  for  it  was  not  appropriated  until  July  1.  The  idea  was  to  bring  citizens  of  the 
various  Indian  nations  to  Omaha  to  show  their  customs. 

When  500  or  so  Indians  did  arrive,  they  set  up  camp  in  the  north  tract  on  about  four  acres.  Thirty  two 
nations  had  people  here,  including  the  Crow,  Apache,  Kiowa,  Creek,  Iroquois,  Sioux,  Chippewa, 
Cheyenne,  Araphoe  and  Comanche. 

One  of  the  chiefs  attending,  according  to  a  World-Herald  article  by  A1  Pagel,  was  the  warrior 
Geronimo,  who  was  embarrassed  during  his  stay  when  he  and  several  of  his  men  rode  on  horseback  to 
forage  for  watermelons  west  of  the  city  and  got  lost.  They  had  to  telephone  for  help. 

The  midways  and  sideshows  had  their  special  excitement.  There  was  Chiquita,  also  known  as  the 
Cuban  Atom.  She  was  a  female  Tom  Thumb.  Little  Egypt  brought  her  act  to  Omaha,  as  did  the  stripper 
Una,  but  Owen  said  that  “some  of  her  customers  were  uiihappy  to  find  that  she  was  wearing  more  clothing 
than  they  were.” 

Other  attractions:  Streets  of  Cairo  created  an  atmosphere  of  Egyptian  life;  the  Moorish  Palace  was  a 
large  Algerian  temple;  the  Afro-American  Village  was  a  reproduction  of  a  typical  southern  plantation. 

Mark  Frisbie,  also  writing  for  the  World- Herald,  mentioned  one  of  the  unofficial  attractions;  a  brothel 
established  near  the  fair  by  two  Chicago  women,  Mirma  and  Ada  Everleigh. 

Throw  a  party  and  people  will  come.  Owen’s  calendar  lists  these  attendance  figures:  June,  289,35 1 ;  Ju¬ 
ly,  331,684;  August,  474,177;  September,  593,168;  and  October,  925,128,  for  a  total  of  2,613,508.  Adults 
paid  50  cents  at  the  gate;  children  25  cents. 

The  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  had  such  success,  Owen  said,  there  were  those  who  thought  it  should 
last  forever,  and  a  group  of  businessmen,  who  apparently  did  not  understand  that  the  buildings  were  not 
designed  to  withstand  an  Omaha  winter  and  that  many  repairs  would  have  to  be  made,  did  stretch  the  fair 
into  another  summer,  calling  it  the  Greater  America  Exposition.  It  did  not  fare  well,  and  at  its  conclusion, 
the  buildings  were  sold  to  the  Chicago  House  Wrecking  Co.,  for  $50,000. 

The  structures  were  tom  down  and  sold  piece  by  piece,  Owen  said,  until  nothing  was  left. 

But  the  Trans  Mississippi  Historical  Association,  with  Jeffrey  S.  Spencer  as  president,  through  its 
meetings  and  the  Owen  calendar,  is  holding  onto  the  memory.  The  calend^,  which  sells  for  $10,  is  available 
at  some  Omaha  bookstores. 


The  above  article  appeared  in  the  OMAHA  SUNDA  Y  WORLD  HEARLD  March  14.  1993. 


"Birds  Eve"  view  of  the  (Irand  Court  and  loKoon  at  the  IS9S  Trans-Mississippi  Exposition  in  Omaha. 


OMAHA  COIN  CLUB 

34th  ANNUAL 

COIN  SHOW 

HOLIDRV  INN'S  FORD  HRLL 
1-80  6k  72ncJ  Street 
OMRHR,  NCBRRSKR 

COINS  -  GOLD  &  SILVER  BULLION  -  STAMPS  PAPER  MONEY 
TOKENS  -  SMALL  COLLECTABLES  -  MEDALS  -  JEWELRY 
NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE  SUPPLIES  -  POCKET  WATCHES 

SATURDAY  October  9,  1993 
9:00  AM  to  6;00  PM 

SUNDAY  October  10,  1993 
9;00  AM  to  5;00  PM 

lUiy  Sell  Trmle 


AWARDS  FOR  EXHIBITS 


For  Dealer  or  Exhibitor  Information  Contact: 


Wendle  Burris 
do  Omaha  Coin  Club 


Gary  Nicholson 
P.O.  Box  278 


P.O.  Box  1003 
Omaha,  NE  68101-1003 
402-571-3676 


Elkhorn,  NE  68022-0278 
402-289-4142 


OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC 


Fit  Or  Counterfeit? 

By  Bob  Kutcber 

According  to  Webster,  a  counterfeit  is  “something  made  in  imitation  of  something  else 
with  a  view  to  defraud  and  is  chiefly  used  of  imitations  of  coin  and  paper  money.”  This  would 
seem  to  be  an  adequate  definition  of  the  word  counterfeit  unless  you  are  a  numismatist  and 
take  the  definition  too  literally.  Accordingly,  the  eight  so-called  “original”  1804  U.S.  silver 
dollars  are  counterfeit  even  though  they  were  made  by  the  U.S.  Mint  for  official  use.  The  in¬ 
tent  to  defraud  is  definately  there,  since  they  produced  these  coins  between  1834  and  1835  to 
resemble  coins  that  were  supposed  to  have  bwn  made  thirty  years  earlier.  As  if  this  was  not 
bad  enough,  the  mint  compounded  the  crime  by  making  seven  “restrike”  1804  dollars,  which 
are  truely  counterfeits  of  counterfeits.  The  fraternity  of  coin  collectors  and  even  the  U.S. 
Mint  regard  these  coins  as  real,  but  in  the  strictest  sense  they  are  counterfeits. 

The  practice  of  counterfeiting  is  very  old,  in  fact,  there  were  counterfeiters  even  before 
the  first  true  coins  were  struck.  The  practice  of  marking  lumps  of  metal  with  a  secret  mark  by 
businessmen  in  ancient  times,  so  each  lump  would  not  have  to  be  reweighed  and  its  worth 
calculated  each  time  it  passed  through  their  hands,  was  soon  learned  by  the  more 
unscrupulous.  These  same  markings  were  counterfeited  on  lumps  of  metal  of  less  purity  and 
weight.  Actually  the  practice  of  counterfeiting  is  even  older  than  this.  Thousands  of  years 
earlier,  ancient  Sumerian  clay  tablet  sales  recipts  were  altered.  The  practice  of  altering  these 
recipts  was  so  prevelent  that  a  law  was  passed  to  make  it  necessary  to  write  the  full  sales  con¬ 
tract  on  a  piece  of  soft  clay  and  let  it  harden,  then  in  case  this  tablet  in  an  envelope  of  soft  clay 
and  rewrite  the  entire  contract  on  the  envelope.  This  way,  if  any  questions  arose  about  the 
sale  or  trade,  the  courts  could  break  open  the  envelope  and  read  the  original  contract  to  see  if 
the  outer  contract  had  been  altered. 

Perhaps  the  most  brazen  of  all  the  counterfeiters  were  the  official  mints  themselves  in  an¬ 
cient  times.  In  these  mints,  the  official  counterfeits  were  made  to  give  extra  money  to  the 
royal  house  and  perhaps  a  little  extra  to  the  mint-master.  The  mint  would  produce  plated 
coins  of  base  metal  and  mix  these  plated  coins  with  every  batch  of  good  coins.  The  silver  or 
gold  thus  saved  by  the  base  metal  counterfiets  was  set  aside  for  the  ruler.  However,  once  the 
plating  wore  off  the  counterfeit  the  government  would  not  accept  it  for  taxes.  Thus  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  biting  or  scratching  a  coin  to  test  its  authenticity  was  started.  At  one  time  the  coins 
were  tested  by  slicing  deep  into  the  coin  with  a  knife,  but  this  didn’t  work  too  well,  because  the 
mints  soon  learned  that  people  would  take  a  coin  with  a  deep  cut.  So  the  mints  would  slice  the 
counterfeits  before  they  were  plated,  thus  making  them  appear  to  be  solid  gold  or  silver. 

The  more  experienced  business  men  of  the  time  had  a  more  scientific  method  of  testing 
their  coins,  called  the  touch  stone.  This  method  employed  a  pale,  flint-like  stone  on  which  the 
coin  was  rubbed  to  make  a  mark.  This  mark  was  then  compared  to  the  marks  made  by  various 
large  needles  of  varying  degrees  of  purity  and  metals.  In  this  way  he  could  not  only  tell  if  the 
coin  was  plated,  but  also  the  amount  of  pure  silver  or  gold  the  coin  contained.  Another 
method  of  testing  coins  was  devised  by  the  government  of  India  when  they  were  plagued  by 
counterfeiters  and  by  the  practice  of  clipping  or  scrapping  the  edges  of  the  coins  to  get  scraps 
of  the  precious  metals.  The  government  made  glass  weights,  to  sell  to  businesses,  of  the  same 
weight  as  each  of  the  common  coins.  These  weights  were  then  used  in  checking  the  weight  of 
the  coins  by  businessmen.  These  glass  weights  would  not  be  altered  without  easy  detection 
and  served  their  purpose  very  well. 


Notice  To  Members 

The  mailing  label  now  includes  the  year  that  your  membership  expires.  If  your  mailing 
label  has  a  year  prior  to  94,  your  next  issue  of  The  Newsletter  will  be  your  last.  Dues  are 
$3.00  a  year  or  $10  for  4  years.  Life  memberships  are  $50.00.  Membership  in  the 
Nebraska  Numismatic  Assoication  is  very  worth  while  and  is  a  great  bargain.  Send  your 
dues  to: 
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SUTHERLAND  NE  69165 
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Token  Collection  Covers  125 
Years  Of  Nebraska  History 

By  Diane  Mullins 

Unlike  deep  sea  divers  who  scour  the  ocean’s  floor  for  a  pirate’s  chest  filled  with  gold 
coins,  Roger  Bolz’s  hunt  keeps  him  high  and  dry,  searching  through  old  cedar  chests,  button 
boxes  and  dresser  drawers. 

With  everything  he  has  discovered  over  the  past  31  years,  Bolz  could  write  a  book  on 
Nebraska  transportation  and  trade  tokens. 

In  fact,  according  to  Bolz,  his  hobby  has  made  him  an  expert  and  a  foremost  collector  in 
the  nation. 

He  knows  the  description,  its  value,  its  date,  its  purpose  and  the  story  behind  each  and 
every  one  of  his  1 1,500  pieces  which  are  logged  and  mounted  in  coin  notebooks. 

One  of  his  oldest  pieces,  a  five-cent  transient  token  dated  1885  from  the  Lincoln  Street 
Railroad  Co.,  gave  the  bearer  a  one-way  trip  aboard  a  horse-drawn  street  car.  Bolz  said  tokens 
with  horse  and  cart  engravings  in  the  center  •  of  which  he  has  several  -  are  the  most  desired. 

He’s  only  nine  pieces  short  of  a  full  set  that  would  span  over  125  years  of  Nebraska 
history.  The  4,000-piece  collection  is  valued  in  excess  of  $5,000. 

The  smallest  token  in  his  collection  is  6  millimeters  in  diameter;  the  largest  is  35 
millimeters  wide. 

Bolz  has  also  consented  to  allow  Havelock  Centennial  committee  officials  to  display  a 
12-piece  Havelock  token  collection  used  in  the  1900s  before  Havelock  was  annexed.  He  also 
has  tokens  from  the  Bethany,  College  View  and  Uni  Place  communities  before  their  incor¬ 
poration.  He  seeks  any  from  the  Belmont  area. 

Tokens  were  used  in  lieu  of  cash  and  for  many  purposes,  he  said.  Trade  tokens  were  used 
during  the  turn  of  the  century  for  bakery  goods,  shoe  shines,  a  shower  and  shave  at  local 
barbershops,  ice  houses,  dairy  products  and  —  believe  it  or  not  —  the  state  penitentiary.  He 
said  prison  tokens  were  a  form  of  payment  for  services  performed  by  inmates  who,  in  turn, 
purchased  supplies. 

Bolz  started  collecting  tokens  after 
becoming  a  coin  collector  and  a  local  coin  club 
member.  As  a  pre-teenager  in  the  1950s,  he 
decided  his  stamp  collection  wasn’t  increasing 
in  value  as  much  as  he  expected,  so  he  sold  it 
and  jumped  into  coins.  In  1954,  he  joined  a 
coin  club  in  Lincoln.  In  1963,  he  joined  the 
American  Vecturist  Association  which  helped 
him  learn  more  about  his  token  collection. 

“I  would  buy  a  $100  worth  of  silver 
dollars,  go  through  them  and  pick  out  what  I 
wanted,  then  return  them  and  buy  another 
batch,”  said  Bolz,  a  past  president  of  coin  clubs 
in  Lincoln,  Wahoo  and  the  Beatrice/ Wymore 
area. 

He  said  he  finds  tokens  by  placing  want 
ads,  attending  estate  sales,  talking  to  oldtimers, 
and  attending  gun  and  coin  shows,  flea 
markets  and  swap  meets. 

Bolz  is  one  of  only  three  known  token  col¬ 
lectors  in  Nebraska.  He  said  he  longs  to  buy 
some  rare  Nebraska  tokens  located  on  the  East 
Coast. 

Maybe  when  the  price  is  right,  he  can  fill 
a  couple  of  empty  spaces  in  his  books  and  get  a 
little  bit  closer  to  having  a  treasure  chest  full  of 
priceless  tokens. 

This  article  appeared  in  the  September  19.  1 992  edition  of  Lin 
coin  s  NEIGHBORHOOD  EXTRA  newspaper. 
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State  Wide  Meeting  Nights 


ALLIANCE  —  Sandhills  Coin  Club,  2nd  Wednesday,  Alliance  City 
Library,  520  Box  Butte  Ave,  7:30  p.m. 

BELLEVUE  —  SAC/Midwest  Coin  Club,  1st  Tuesday,  Independent  Coin 
Consultants,  2208  Franklin  Street,  7:30  p.m. 

FREMONT  —  Fremont  Coin  Club,  3rd  Saturday,  Nebraska  Softball  Hall 
of  Fame  Building,  ALCO  Plaza,  Highway  30,  7:30  p.m. 

GRAND  ISLAND  —  Grand  Island  Coin  Club,  1st  Monday,  Blue  Flame 
Room,  Gas  Company 

LINCOLN  —  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  2nd  Thursday,  ISCO  Building,  531 
Westgate  Blvd.,  7:30  p.m. 

NORTH  PLATTE  —  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  jrd  Tuesday,  Community 
Room,  Gas  Company 

OMAHA  —  Omaha  Coin  Club,  3rd  Friday,  Commercial  Federal 
Savings,  96th  &  “L”  Streets,  7:30  p.m. 

SCOTTSBLUFF  —  Oregon  Trail  Coin  Club,  2nd  Wednesday,  Me 
Donald’s  Offices,  51 1  West  27th,  7:30  p.m. 

WAHOO  —  Wahoo  Coin  Club,  1st  Saturday,  Wahoo  High  School, 
8:00  p.m. 
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Thomas  J.  Hammond 
214  West  2nd  Street 
North  Platte,  NE  69101 


SECRETARY-TREASURER: 

Elmer  G.  Nelson 
P.O.  Box  683 
Sutherland,  NE  69165 


OTHER  MEMBERS:  Clifford  A.  Reed,  North  Platte,  NE 


Robert  Missel,  Fremont,  NE 
Don  Briggs,  Curtis,  NE 
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